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The Living Environment f5&4E JGigis

| moved into the Staff Quarters in 1996, with my wife, son, daughter and housemaid, altogether 5
members.
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The building envelop was made of ancient-style bricks and mortar. The interior space was warm in
the winter and cool in the summer. Possibly due to the thick external walls, despite the hillside
location and severe winter winds outside, it was very warm inside the house. During the summer, it
was not hot at all and was quite comfortable to stay in the house with its 14-feet high ceiling
headroom. The downside was that it was difficult to modify internal configuration. It would not be
easy either if you wanted to change the iron window frame to aluminum.
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In retrospect, it was an unusual experience to have lived in such a characteristic building, with its
unique wooden window frames, huge doorway, and expansive terrace at the backyard that was an
ideal place for BBQ, or sitting there listening to music, or chatting... Due to the small number of
residents, the environment was tranquil and calm, especially at night time, and was therefore

suitable for those who preferred a peaceful living. And you can play ball games with the kids outside.

Besides, with its proximity to the Peak, we used to walk up the hill at Lung Fu Shan via a footpath at
the back which took around 30 to 45 minutes, and then took the same route back home. That was
convenient and was a special experience.
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As there was not security guard at this rather remote spot, the steep slope was not an issue for me
as | used to drive, but posed great problems for my wife and kids. At the beginning, | worried about
their safety very much and had to ask the housemaid to walk the kids home from school. But later |
had come to realize that security in the area was alright, at least there had never been a robbery or
theft during our residency there. Perhaps that partly owed to its vicinity to HKU, and was partly
because the secluded location was not known to many. The security at the Quarters was by and
large quite good.
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Neighbours # B >~ 4

At an earlier time, the Workmen’s Quarters accommodated 6 households, and were vacated without
further renewing tenancies in preparation for the handover of the property to HKU. Those who lived



in there were mainly couples or single occupants. We used to have brief chats with each other but
my kids seldom had interactions with them.
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We had closer ties with colleagues who lived in the same building as ours. When my family had
parties or BBQ gatherings, | often invite them to join. The family upstairs used to plant papaya trees
which were of unknown breeds but very tall in size. They were there before | moved in. There were
also pomelo trees outside my apartment. Although they didn’t bear fruits, their leaves were good for
baths and were believed to be useful for driving away the evils and bad luck during the Spring
Festival. And my neighbor upstairs always gave me papayas for tasting and | was delighted to accept
these sweet treats.
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Six Years of Family Memories 7NAE4: EEEHE

When we first moved into the Staff Quarters, my kids were still small, one being 3 years in age and
the other six months only. They mostly stay indoors. When they gradually grew up requiring more

outdoor activities, | started to let them ride a bicycle, play football and run around outside the house.

Our apartment was huge in size. We adapted one of the rooms into a play area fitted with a kid’s
slide and ball pit, which were very popular among our kids and those of our guests. The place was
like a joyful playground.
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The electricity bill for living in this apartment was costly, given it large number of rooms, each of
which were fitted with individual air-conditioning units. Water supply expenses were also high
because of the huge size of indoor space that required massive cleaning. The utilities expenditure
doubled that of living elsewhere. The mosquito mesh of the large windows had to be cleaned every
week for the sake of our kids because of the dust from Pokfulam Road nearby. The expensive water
bill was largely due to the cleaning need.
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Due to the remote location, living in the Staff Quarters was like living overseas. Every Sunday, we
would do shopping at the large supermarket in Chi Fu Fa Yuen for buying all the necessities and food
for the entire week. It was really like living in a foreign country .
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| used to drive as there were parking provisions both at the Staff Quarters and my workplace
because of the operational needs of my work to attend emergencies. But for my wife and kids, most
of the time they had to walk up and down the steep slope for 6 -to 7 minutes each trip. That was
arduous for them. Another problem was the Staff Quarters were not accessible by school bus, which
could only stop at the bottom of the slope near the pumping station. At times of bad weather, my
kids had a really difficult time.
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There were two other things that were both impressive and worrying me. The first was the
wandering dogs in the neighbourhood. My wife and kids were so scared that they had to ask the
housemaid out for escort. The second was snakes. | recall there were 3 occasions when we ran into
one inside our house. My wife had to seek help from the police twice when | was not home. Another
time | was home and | killed it on my own.
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Moving Out from the Quarters BRI

| felt a bit upset when loving out the Staff Quarters as that had been a very good gathering place. In
contrast, my wife didn’t care about that as she said those 6 years were a difficult time for her for the
fear of the dogs and hardship in walking up the hill. For me and my kids, that was however a very
nice place to live in.
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