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Family and Life in Hong Kong ZZAF&E

My father came off the ship. He worked for the Douglas Line. He was an engineer, but he didn’t have
the university ... (degree) to become the “Engineer” (rank).
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At war he was in camp, in Stanley, but then at the end of the war he was transferred here to Argyle
Street which was an army officers’ camp. The idea was when the Japanese thought they were going
to have their retreat they would take these people but technicians, including my father, to retreat
with them, blow up bridges and cause troubles. But luckily the war ended and that didn’t happen,
because they probably wouldn’t have been alive afterwards.
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All Europeans, women and children, were supposed to get out of the colony. And we were all
evacuated. Every woman and child were supposed to leave the colony because that was in 1940. The
war did not start till 41 but the Japanese were on the border. And they thought they might attack.
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Coming Back After the War &% » EHiIRZZ[E

Oh | was home. | was home. When we arrived back my father drove us round the Island and when
we got to Aberdeen, the farmers were watering with the human ... (faeces) and the smell was like
“I’'m home. I’'m home”. That was a bad smell but | was really excited.
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My father was one of the few who came back after the war and we stayed in Kennedy Road for a
very short time and then we went up to Elliot and because in between they changed. | assume the
Japanese must have been living there. | don’t know ... but someone had been in and stolen
everything, so | assume the Waterworks (Department) repaired the front bath, the one overlooking
the other bedroom, because that’s the only bathroom we had.
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My father only stayed until | think 1952. He came back in 1947 and went away in 52 only to... as they
had to have people back who knew what they were doing and there weren’t too many who came
back. So that’s why we lived at the ground floor at the Elliot. And then that’s where | was married
from. Our reception was in the house. And my father at some time moved from there to the Stubbs
Quarters.
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Friendship and Social Life %<& —Et A FIEE

| used to play with the sampan children. | think they were Hoklo and | could speak a little bit of that,
but not (now) anymore. As you heard me say | met Chan Wing Chi, well, | did not know he actually
grew up at the Pumping Station down at the bottom. His father is the man we all called Ko Lo
(literally tall man). He said, your father came to visit the Muriel family. And his father carried me up
the hill to the house. | said no body had told me that before.
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In those days we did not socialize very much. Oh we spoke, we were friendly but we would never
ever in each other’s house. We didn’t seem to do that. Maybe others did. We never did. The people
before we called Gardeners they were there before the war. He too got TV and he left very early and
came back for very short time. We were friendly but we never...
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Also too at that time we didn’t have a lot of furniture. We had the government stores who used to
give you the furniture. And if you invited someone for dinner. The amah would have different
China(wares) on the table and the person you invited would say, “oh, that’s mine!” The amah used
to ring up and say, “oh, you are coming to dinner.... you have to lend us (the wares)” because we
didn’t have anything. After the war you didn’t have anything. You’d lost everything. So it's a
different time and relations to even now or even in the 1960s. It was totally different.
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We did had a cook boy for a while but then | got just an amah and a baby amah. Sometime there
was a wash amah, but not always, just sometimes. We had a very good amah. She baked beautiful
cakes. And then we got another amah, Ah Chun. She was just lovely. And she married one of the
workmen who lived in the Workmen’s Quarters. She married him and stayed with us for a long time.
And then when we went on leave, she had to have an operation. The doctor said she could not work.
She had two boys. So she got another amah to come to look after Ah Chun.
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Memories of the Elliot Site & Staff Quarters ZE% | 152
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In those days, before the war, there was no such thing as tiles on the floor. The kitchen and that of
the bathroom was just plain cement floors. Bedrooms, the dining room, lounge and hallway were all
wooden floors, but not parquet, just slightly where upstairs, yes. One of my sons being bathed in
front of the fire. The fireplace was very nice and all the woodwork was not painted. They were



stained brown and that was really very nice. All the windows had shutters. They opened and closed.
They were slotted. The shutters were actually on the outside, and then we had the security and then
the windows. So | moved around a lot, but Elliot was very well known at that time.
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There were rats that ran around, in the kitchen, because they could all get in. And then the snails,
big Japanese snails. They were huge | think they got them to eat and then when to went wild they
had to kill so many of them.
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And then another time | used to walk round the cabin of the plant or just walk around, and right at
the curb that we could not get round the other day. The filter beds wrapped around the corner of
the back. Two of the filter beds were full of goldfish. They had brought them in from China to sell for
the Spring Festival. | don’t know what happened. | don’t think | have told anyone before. | don’t
know if anyone found out. They were in the reservoir for a few days.



